Voodoo Fest

By Ray Huntzicker

This weekend the place to be is New Orleans; Voodoo Fest (www.voodoofest.com) is set to kick off Saturday and promises to rock the city. Velvet Revolver, Juliette and the Licks, Alter Bridge, Kid Rock, the Beastie Boys, Cypress Hill and Green Day are just a few of the acts that will be appearing. Pretty good line up to have in a city that takes its partying and music seriously.

In a Planet Weekly exclusive, we have interviews with members of three different, big name acts that will be appearing at Voodoo Fest.

First up we have Scott Phillips, drummer for the band Alter Bridge (www.alterbridge.com). Alter Bridge is the new band of former Creed guitar player Mark Tremonti; Phillips was also in Creed. The single “Open Your Eyes” has run up the charts and has received heavy airplay in the Jackson area.

P.W. “After the success of Creed, how does it feel to start over?”

S.P. “Its very refreshing and exciting; there was never a hesitation to do this. We knew it would be an uphill struggle but we were prepared and felt very passionate about it. Everything we do is to make the fans happy. I dare say I'm prouder of this than Creed; our heart and soul are in this album.

P.W. “What’s it like playing smaller, more intimate venues rather than arenas?”

S.P. “I’m looking forward to it. We’ve got four more days of rehearsal and we start off in Tallahassee. Its very intimate to see every face in the crowd.”

P.W.: “Do the Creed comparisons bother you?”

S.P. “Not really, we expected it. We’re obviously gonna get comparisons.”

P.W. “What’s the best and worst things about starting over?”

S.P. “Getting the opportunity and experience to know what was right and what was wrong and get it right. We’re getting back to our roots. There are not really any drawbacks. I’m looking at how much fun it will be.”

P.W. “What have your crowds been like?”

S.P. “We played for about forty people at the music programmers convention and we did a three and a half week acoustic tour. Two hundred fifty people is our largest crowd yet.”

P.W. “Are you happier with Alter Bridge?”

S.P. “Yes, without hesitation. I’m also very proud of what Creed did. But we’ve found a freedom and creativity that got lost along the way. This has been really cool; we all feel we made the best album we wanted without compromise.”

Next we have one of the finest actresses of my generation. Nominated for an Academy Award for her role in “Cape Fear” (And she should have been nominated for “Natural Born Killers”), Juliette Lewis has been in some great movies with a long list of other big names. Now she has formed a band called Juliette and the Licks (www.julietteandthelicks.com). The CD, “Like a Bolt of Lightning” (Especially check out the songs “Hey You Hey Man”, “American Boy” and “Get Your Tongue Wet”), will be available online only October 12th; retail sales will start January 18, 2005. I’ve got a copy of the CD and it rocks; very guitar heavy and good lyrics. Ms. Lewis was nice enough to call me from on location of her next movie in Columbia, TN.

P.W. “So has the music bug been there all along?”

J.L. “Yes. Okay, my story. I knew when I was seven that I wanted to be a singer. First I became a success at acting. Just now is the time and I have enough hunger and passion for it. I’ve developed a point of view that I didn’t have when I was say twenty.”

P.W. “Do you feel better in front of a camera or a bunch of crazy fans?”

J.L. “(Laughing) The camera is what I know and has its own challenges. I experience fear and elation before a live show. It’s a challenge because you never know what you’re going to get in an audience. I want to move them emotionally.”

P.W. “As a writer and singer, who influenced you growing up?”

J.L. “ZZ Top and Van Halen were big influences; but I like jazz and the blues, I like all kinds of music. I’m looking forward to going to a nice, laid back blues club while I’m in New Orleans for Voodoo Fest; this will be my first time there. I’d also like to see some of the local haunted places.”

P.W. “What would you rather have now, another Oscar nomination or a Grammy nod?”

J.L. “I love acting but either way can’t answer. I love finding and connecting with an audience. I’m looking forward to making new fans; I want to earn it and work for it. But it is nice to have the respect and recognition of your peers.”

P.W. “Many thought you deserved an Academy nod for “Natural Born Killers”….”

J.L. “They weren’t gonna touch that movie. They might now, but it was before its time.”

P.W. “You’re a fan of Velvet Revolver…”

J.L. “Yeah, I know the drummer, Matt Sorum. He has been a real supporter of us. Velvet Revolver’s live shows are great….long live Cock Rock (Laughing). Their shows are testosterone filled and have raging guitar, everybody is shirtless. You don’t have that kind of Cock Rock music now.”

P.W. “How do you feel about people comparing your performance onstage with an exorcism?”

J.L. “(Laughing) Yeah, that’s funny. All I know is that I want to give it all I can; that’s my job, to make it dangerous. We’ve got seven new songs that are more melodic, more pretty; they were inspired by summer. Maybe we can revive the dead with my music (More laughing).”

P.W. “Is there more pressure on you because you’re already a famous actress?”

J.L. “Yes. People look much more closely and judge harsher. But it’s been positive; I love being the underdog. And you’re always gonna have in your audience the curiosity factor. Being the underdog lowers people’s expectations and makes it easier. I think its funny. We bring something different and interesting. We’re putting out the EP to get people to the live shows. Music is so commercial; we want people to discover new things and give it a push. In the spring we’re going on a full length tour; to kind of find an audience.”

P.W. “What does the tattoo of “My Melody” on your wrist stand for?”

J.L. “(Laughing) Youth is what it means. A friend and I really liked “Hello Kitty” at the time. I’m getting it removed; I like it but I have to cover it for movies.”

P.W. “What should we expect from your Voodoo Fest show?”

J.L. “Lots of guitar, very visual show, crazy. I like to be the strong female voice for girls. We’re gonna rock New Orleans.”

Finally we come to the interview with former Guns-n-Roses guitarist and now guitarist of Velvet Revolver (www.velvetrevolver.com), Slash. What all can you say about Slash except that he is one of the best guitar players around and has a kick ass album out. Velvet Revolver’s “Contraband” is full of hard pounding, balls to the wall rock. The first single, “Slither” was a mega hit and the second release, “Fall To Pieces” is well on its way. Slash is lead guitar, former Stone Temple Pilots frontman is now Velvet Revolver’s frontman; former GnR drummer Matt Sorum, GnR bass player Duff and guitar player Dave Kushner round out the line up.

P.W. “How did Velvet Revolver come about?”

Slash “Two years ago Randy Castillo died; he was a fuckin great rock and roll drummer (Ozzy Osbourne) and a good friend. The funeral was a rock and roll funeral. Matt was there and asked if I wanted to be a part of a fundraiser for Randy’s family at the Key Club. All kinds of different music. I called Duff and got two of the guys from Buckcherry. We rehearsed six songs. It was our first time in six years to play together. Steven Tyler got onstage with us; Cypress Hill came up and did “Paradise City” with us. Duff called me and said we should do something with this. Matt, Duff and I took off on our own and added Dave as perfect guitar for us and to play along with my style. I really wanted Scott Weiland as a vocalist but he wasn’t available because he was still in STP. We took out an ad looking for a singer. We were getting three or four hundred CD’s a week. Some were good, some were the fuckin worst shit you’ve ever heard. We were doing that for nine months. Then Scott got out of STP. We called him to work on a song for the soundtrack of “Hulk”; he wrote the “Set Me Free” lyrics and we got started. I came up with Revolver, but there are a shitload of bands all over the country named Revolver. Scott came up with Velvet.”

P.W. “Who writes music and lyrics?”

Slash “Scott writes the lyrics. The band itself all has input on the music. Its more of a collaboration; everyone stamps it so we can sound like a group. It’s really cool, democratic. Everyone has interesting ideas and it makes the band more interesting.”

P.W. “How hard was it to wait for Weiland to clear up his legal troubles so you could release the album and tour?”

Slash “The waiting was frustrating; I was dying to play. We were on a high from getting to the point of recording the whole record in a short period of time. We started rehearsing until it was legally cool for Scott to start touring. It wasn’t that big a deal all in all. We finished the album at Christmas and (Pause, laughing)…I guess it has been a little while.”

P.W. “Who influenced you as a musician?”

Slash “Shit, everybody. I was raised in and around the music business. The Who, Bob Dylan, Aerosmith, Carly Simon, BB King, AC/DC, Jimmy Cliff. The first band I really related to was Aerosmith; was a catalyst for me as a guitarist. Aerosmith’s “Live Bootleg” is the best live record, number one on my list; its very underrated. What’s your favorite live album? (I answered “Kiss Alive” and “Live Bootleg” and that I still have the cassette of “Live Bootleg” and the vinyl of “Kiss Alive”) I’ve still got the cassette somewhere; I never throw anything away.”

P.W. “How do you like being on tour?”

Slash “Great! Fuck! I live for being on the road. I’m so happy and so at home. I fuckin love it…can’t wait. Once the state thing is over we are going to Europe, Japan, South America and Australia. I love everything about touring, even the long bus rides.”

P.W. “Is that you on the Comedy Central/Robert Evans cartoon “Kid Notorious?”

Slash “That’s me.”

P.W. “How did you come to work with Robert Evans?”

Slash “We’ve been good friends for a while; I live one street over from him. We’ve been hangin out for years. The show is based on his house and his life. I’m a permanent fixture at his house so I had to be on it. He sees me as the rock version of himself today; I’m his little hook up to the youth of this generation. We are doing a VH1 documentary of our band from our search for a singer to now. It’s almost finished; Robert’s going to narrate it.

P.W. “What should we expect from Velvet Revolver’s Voodoo Fest show?”

Slash “We are very high energy….real fuckin serious high energy. Its something people don’t do anymore; very loud and fast paced. We play really good and we rock really hard. We have consistently good shows; the people are into it. Fans are how I measure success, not by money or trades. Its about all the people at the gigs, they give you energy. To me it’s ultimately why I do what I do. I appreciate them. Nobody has had this kind of rock and roll; people don’t know what it is like. We show them.”                           

