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I love light tackle fishing, so I knew after talking to Captain Mike Thompson of Shore Thing Charters that I was in for a great trip. I just had a feeling about this one.

And my feeling was right on the money.

We met at Islander Marina, which is on the west end of the Mississippi coast, almost to Louisiana. We were going to fish Louisiana’s famous Biloxi Marsh for speckled trout, a very fine fighting and eating fish.

We were going for an afternoon trip. We were joined by Chris Kellum, who just happened to be on the coast. Lucky for Chris, because we were in for a great time.

We hopped on the boat and headed for the marsh. It was about a one-hour boat ride. The water was a little choppy heading out, but not too bad. Once we got to the marsh, the wind was blocked and conditions weren’t rough at all.

We were fishing with live bait and popping corks. The first spot yielded nothing, so after ten minutes or so we moved on. But we wouldn’t have to go anywhere else to find fish that day.

Captain Mike knows the marsh like the back of his hand; if they aren’t biting in one spot, he’ll find the fish somewhere.

Almost immediately Chris was on a “speck.” Then I had one. Our first fish of the day and we were on a double. Now that’s a good start.

It continued like that all afternoon. One speck after another. It would slow down a little and as soon as we mentioned it was slow, another speck would hit. It was incredible.

Chris also hooked two different monster redfish, but on our light tackle the big old reds just had their way with Chris and never made it in the boat. But it sure looked like fun! Chris’ line was screaming out, and, come to mention it, Chris and I were doing some whooping and hollering as well.

As the sun started to set, we headed to the marina. We were all tired after all of the specks that we caught. We kept some to eat and released a lot. Speckled trout make for fine eating; it’s a tasty, light fish that’s suited for the frying pan. Any recipe for frying that works for crappie or bream will work just fine on the specks.

Captain Mike works his tail off to ensure that his clients have a great time, learn something, and of course, catch some fish. I can’t wait to go fishing with him again. Shore Thing Charters gets an A+ guide rating from Planet Weekly and from Ray Huntzicker Outdoors Television. Shore Thing Charters is licensed to take up to four fishermen; it’s perfect for friends or family.

To get in touch with Captain Mike Thompson and schedule your very own trip of a lifetime, call (228) 342-2206 or visit his Web site at www.shorethingcharters.com. Captain Mike supplies all tackle, bait, drinks and even sandwiches. If you’re fishing in Louisiana waters, a $5 three-day license is required. The Louisiana license is easily obtained from the 800 number that Captain Mike will give you.

Ray Huntzicker Outdoors will be back with Captain Mike again soon; when you’re fishing with Captain Mike, action, adventure and fun are a Shore Thing! 
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