Steve-O

By Ray Huntzicker

Steve-O likes to live on the edge; how else would you explain someone who likes to jump out of airplanes without a parachute and light their head on fire. The Jackass star is not stupid; he loves the adrenaline rush and he doesn’t want to be forgotten. “I’m an attention whore; absolutely, yeah” says Steve-O; “My biggest fear is to be forgotten and obscure. Ever since I was a little kid, I knew these videos would make me live longer, make me immortal.”

Steve-O is out touring and doing his live show while supporting the release of his new DVD “The Early Years”. He will be appearing at Headliners Friday night.

“There will be lots of vomit, alcohol abuse and urine”, said Steve-O. “My stage show is a horrifying display of alcoholism and self mutilation. This is one of my last shows; after November tenth I’m taking some time off from this. Its kind of rad that this is one of my last shows.”

The new DVD spotlights videos that Steve-O made before “Jackass”. It also shows a side of Steve-O that many would never see. Like him hanging out with his Dad. And, oh yeah, Steve-O going to Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus Clown College. Life with Steve-O is always interesting. 

In the new season of “Wild Boyz” on MTV, he swims with sharks in the Gulf of Mexico, just out of Venice, Louisiana. He was with Captain Al Walker of Xtreme Fishing Charters; Al is also a friend of mine and has appeared on my show. Manny Puig, animal and marine life expert that many have seen on “Jackass” and “Wild Boyz”, is now a part of the stage show. “Manny fixed up a surfboard rigged with raw meat for me to get on,” said Steve-O, “it’s a crazy stunt with big Dusky Sharks all around eating the meat off of the surfboard.” Look for that episode when the new season of “Wild Boyz” starts. You might even see Captain Al with Steve-O and Manny at Headliners Friday night.

Steve-O was nice enough to call Planet Weekly and let us pick his brain for a few minutes.

P.W.: “Do you still have the Rolex? I know your friends were all betting that you would lose it or smash it in a matter of days or weeks…”

S: “Yeah, totally. I’ve chipped a couple of the crystals; but it’s been close to a year and a half now. They all lost their bets.”

P.W.: “Did you finally get paid by “Jackass: the Movie”?”

S: “Yeah. I never signed a contract till long after it came out. I let my Dad look at the contract; there was a lot of language buried in there that wouldn’t have allowed me to do my show. Knoxville wouldn’t do it unless they gave us back points; that’s something you never hear of for a first movie. They made good on everything; I got everything I was supposed to.”

P.W.: “What is your favorite stunt?”

S: “Jumping out of an airplane without a parachute and shooting up vodka with an I.V. That was a rush.”

P.W.: “What is your most hated stunt?

S: “Jumping out of an airplane with no parachute.”

P.W.: “Do you still skate?”

S: “Yeah. I’m probably as good as I was at fifteen. I just try not to get hurt.”

P.W.: “Do you still bumfish?”

S: “No. It was really cool when I was as broke as the people I was fishing for. I wasn’t picking on people; I was a bum, too.”

P.W.: “Were your parents surprised by your success?”

S: “At first, yeah. But now my Dad helps me every step of the way. My whole career is me and my Dad, not me.”

Steve-O will be appearing in one show only Friday night at Headliners on Ridgewood Rd. If you bring a copy of any of his four DVD releases, he will sign them.   

