Lynyrd Skynyrd Interview

By Ray Huntzicker

Lynyrd Skynyrd are legends. Their music speaks to many different generations; and not just in the South. Skynyrd’s fans populate the whole planet.

Starting with their first album, “pronounced leh-nerd skin-nerd”, in 1973, Skynyrd’s popularity soared.

And Mississippi has strong ties to the band. In “date here”, a plane carrying the band crashed outside of McComb(?), killing lead singer Ronnie Van Zant and ?.

The second coming of the band happened in 1987 when Johnny Van Zant, brother of the late Ronnie, joined the band for a tribute tour. Eighteen years later the band is still going strong touring and still getting Gold and Platinum Records. 2004’s “Under the Influence” featured an all star guest line up that included the North Mississippi All Stars.

On the current tour, coming to the coliseum in Jackson this Sunday, Skynyrd co-headlines with another Southern (And worldwide) legend, the Allman Brother’s Band. Billed as “Thirty years in the making”, the concert will surely be one to remember.

Ace Skynyrd axeman, Jacksonville, Fla.’s Rickey Medlocke was nice enough to grant PW an interview and chat for a few moments on the bands history and future.

P.W.: “What keeps Lynyrd Skynyrd going?”

R.M.: “Really, first of all it’s the music. The music is timeless and never-ending. And the fans; we have three generations of people coming to our shows and buying the music. Some of our audiences will be in the mostly 18 to 35 year range. I think we are the most American band. We enjoy playing and touring for the fans. We enjoy taking the music new places; we are a worldwide band, we have had great success in Europe and the Far East. Lynyrd Skynyrd is on a roll; we’ve had a lot of TV exposure, we’ were on the Grammies, which is always been a dream of mine, and we were on “Cross Roads” on CMT. It was all really rewarding. Our future is making records; we’re gonna keep making new music. We’ve sold 1.2 million copies of “Thyrty”, just for now.”

P.W.: “Is Coach Skinner still alive?”

R.M.: “Yeah, he is still around, he’s doing fine. He is selling real estate.”

P.W.: “It took thirty years to get ya’ll together, but how is it touring with another icon of Southern Rock, the Allman Brother Band?”

R.M.: “Its great. We did a few warm-up dates to get ready but this will be the first time both bands are together for a long tour.”

P.W.: “In a situation like that, who headlines?”

R.M.: “We will flip flop…take turns.”

P.W.: “Who were your big influences on guitar and in music?”

R.M.: “First and foremost, my father Shorty Medlocke; he was instrumental in my career. I started playing at five years old. Growing up, one of my first influences was Elvis. Then I got into the Beatles. All of the sudden I heard Jimi Hendrix and I flipped out over him. I took my little sister to see the Monkees, of all bands. They announced the opening band as the Jimi Hendrix Experience. I flipped because I had already been listening to him. He wasn’t even listed on the bill. He only played three songs. The Monkee fans were booing him so he threw his guitar straight up in the air, gave them the peace sign and flipped them off and walked off stage. That was the shit. He only lasted six shows on the Monkees tour; I think we saw him at his third or fourth stop. I also have always loved Eric Clapton. Gary Rossington and I really wanted to go to the Cream reunion show, but couldn’t make it because of prior commitments we couldn’t get out of. Jeff Beck was also a big influence on me. I still listen to all of them.”

P.W.: “I’ve heard you love to fish in your down time and actually fish here in Mississippi…”

R.M.: “Oh yeah. I love to fish. Saltwater and bass fishing are my thing. I just got back from Venice, LA. Where I did an ESPN show. We caught some huge Redfish. We have a couple of days off before we play Tupelo after the Jackson show and I’m going bass fishing with our bass player Ian. He is from Mississippi.”

P.W.: “Thanks so much, Rickey for taking the time to talk to us.”

R.M.: “No problem, man. Can’t wait to see the fans in Jackson. And talk about fishing…”       

