Full Throttle Wrestling Makes Its Debut In Jackson

By Ray Huntzicker

Remember the days of Bill Watt’s UWF? If you’re too young, you missed out on some great wrestling.

Full Throttle Wrestling will attempt to bring back that style of “old school” wrestling; with a bold new twist. FTW’s debut show, “High Octane”, will be right here in Jackson in the coliseum on Saturday, May 8th at 7:30pm. High Octane will debut in its own time spot on Jackson’s UPN on Friday, May 14th at 12:30am.

In the last few years, professional wrestling has become stagnant. The WCW folded and was bought out by the WWE. The WWE has tried to lull the viewers into complacency by declaring its two main shows, Raw and Smackdown, different entities with both shows even having their own pay-per-views.

Recently, NWA-TNA has tried to fill some of the void, but it runs exclusively, at least in the metro area, on pay-per-view.

Full Throttle Wrestling is here to fill that void. An impressive list of superstars and beautiful, buxom women will grace the Capital City Saturday at High Octane. “The Living Legend” Larry Zbyszko and Scott Hudson will be the voices of Full Throttle Wrestling.

B.G. James was known as “Road Dogg” in the WWE. He was a multiple time tag team champion in the WWE and has recently been having success with his unique brand of wrestling and rhyming (Oh, You Didn’t Know?!?) in NWA-TNA. He is looking for singles title success.

Erik Watts is the son of “Cowboy” Bill Watts and lives up to his wrestling legacy by wowing the fans at any event. He was former Director of Authority in NWA-TNA and now is Co-Manager of Full Throttle Wrestling. He remembers the UWF and Mississippi well; “the fans in Mississippi are the greatest!”

Terry Taylor is Full Throttle’s other Co-Manager. Taylor has done it all in the WWE, WCW and UWF. He is well remembered as a great UWF Television Champion.

Christie Ricci is a “well rounded” Clinton native who has been successful in many pageants and bodybuilding contests. She realized her dream of professional wrestling by becoming a champion in Mexico; she hopes to continue her dream in her native Mississippi.

Tracy Brooks should be very recognizable to many fans; she was part of Shane Douglas’ “New Franchise” in NWA-TNA. She will be with a mystery man she describes as her “significant other” and the epitome of cool. Just who will the curvy MS. Brooks be with?

Becky Bayless, another curvy beauty, also has done time with NWA-TNA. She will be representing the as yet unseen Death Mobb.

Goldylocks has been a regular on NWA-TNA, both as an interviewer and a participant. This self described “smart-ass” will be showing off her assets with her own interview segment, “The End of the Rainbow.” Not only is she beautiful, she has a golden voice, rocking all across the nation.

“The Living Legend” Larry Zbyszko has done it all in the wrestling business. Trained by the legendary Bruno Sammartino, Zbyszko has been AWA World Heavyweight Champion, WWWF World Tag Team Champion, WCW World Tag Team Champion with Arn Anderson, AWA National Heavyweight Champion along with many other regional championships. He truly is “The Living Legend”.

Known to younger fans as the color commentator on WCW Nitro, Zbyszko has also been seen as of late when he mentored young A.J. Styles on NWA-TNA. Zbyszko’s color commentary and his incredible knowledge of wrestling can make any program successful.

“The Living Legend” was nice enough to grant the Planet a few minutes of his time so we could pick his brain.

P.W.: How did you get involved with Full Throttle Wrestling?

L.Z.: “Terry Taylor wanted to put together the best broadcast team possible, so he called Scott Hudson and me. We will make it sound great.”

P.W.: What was it like to train under Bruno Sammartino?

L.Z.: “I’m very proud of it; he made me a star in 1980. We had a feud that put wrestling on the map. We sold out Shea Stadium in New York City.”

Note: The “Showdown at Shea” was a sellout thanks to the Zbyszko-Sammartino cage match. That bloody match is still considered one of the best ever.

P.W.: What are some other well-known wrestlers that you feuded with?

L.Z.: “I had a great run, some great matches in the AWA with Nick Bockwinkle, Lord Regal in the mid-nineties and with Scott Hall from the NWO.”

Note: Zbyszko won the AWA World Heavyweight Championship in a battle royal after Jerry “The King” Lawler vacated the title. Zbyszko won the battle royal by throwing Tom Zenk out at the end. Lawler, for whatever reasons, always declined to wrestle Zbyszko.

P.W.: How do you think Full Throttle Wrestling will play out with the fans?

L.Z.: “The fans need something different (From the WWE). Some of the biggest stars in the WWE are gone; Stone Cold over a contract problem, Brock Lesnar left to try and play in the NFL and the travel was too much for him. Full Throttle Wrestling gives the fans a great alternative.”

Recently, Chris Jericho tried to use the moniker “The Living Legend”. It didn’t work out too well for him or the WWE. Zbyszko is “THE Living Legend”; and Zbyszko has the name trademarked. Jericho couldn’t even carry Zbyszko’s jock, much less beat him or lay claim to Zbyszko’s very hard-earned nickname.

There will be three different titles up for grabs Saturday night: the Full Throttle Wrestling Heavyweight Title, the Capital City Heavyweight Title (The owner of this belt will automatically be the number one contender for the Full Throttle Wrestling Heavyweight Title), and the Full Throttle Wrestling Tag Team Championship (Remember the Rock-n-Roll Express, the Midnight Express, the Fantastics and the Fabulous Ones? When is the first Scaffolding match?). Saturday will surely be remembered as a “night of champions”.   

Wrestling fans are in for a great show and a lot of excitement when the ring lights go up Saturday night in the coliseum. Full Throttle Wrestling’s “High Octane” starts at 7:30pm; tickets are a steal at $15 and are all general admission. Don’t miss “High Octane’s” television debut at 12:30 am on Friday, May 14th on Jackson’s UPN. For more information on Full Throttle Wrestling, go to www.fullthrottlewrestling.com.      

