WWE Preparing to Put the SmackDown on Jackson

Saturday Night, September 18th, the WWE will be bringing their SmackDown Brand for a night of action at the coliseum.

The card will feature almost all of the SmackDown Superstars; the main event will be JBL versus the legendary Undertaker for JBL’s WWE Championship as well as a grudge match between Kurt Angle and Eddie Guerrero. And you can expect all of the lovely female superstars as well (I can’t wait to see Tori!).

SmackDown Superstar D-Von Dudley of the Dudley Boys (There are also brothers Bubba and Spike) was nice enough to sit down with Planet Weekly for a few minutes to give us a piece of his mind as well as a little idea of what to expect. The Dudley’s have always been known as an innovative, kick ass tag team.

D-Von Dudley: “I can’t wait to get down to Mississippi. They are great fans; the fans in the south love wrestling and know its history. Many great superstars in the WWE started in the south.”

(An example of past and present WWE Superstars from the south or that got their start in the south include Jerry “the King” Lawler, The Undertaker, “Stone Cold” Steve Austin, “Nature Boy” Ric Flair, “The American Dream” Dusty Rhodes, Booker T., Terry Taylor, Michael “P.S.” Hayes, Hulk Hogan, The Road Warriors…the list goes on and on.)

Planet Weekly: “How did you get into the wrestling business?”

D-Von: “I was a big fan growing up; no one else in my family watched it. I turned it on one day and the big guys wrestling caught my attention; this was in probably 1977. I ate, slept and drank wrestling. I’d wake up and watch it; when I was getting ready for class…I’d listen to taped commentary on the way to school. I didn’t wrestle in high school, but that kind of wrestling was what I learned when I got into the business. I trained at Gleason’s Gym in Brooklyn. You’ve got a WWE Hall of Famer running a school that has turned out such stars as Tommy Dreamer, Taz, and Big Vito, worked with Roddy Piper. People say wrestlers aren’t role models but they are. Wrestling kept me out of trouble…and growing up in Brooklyn, there was a lot of trouble to get in; I wouldn’t have survived Brooklyn if not for wrestling. I left home at 19 to learn to wrestle; I worked three jobs for five and a half years. My Granddad funded my schooling; I wouldn’t be here without his help. And I payed him back every cent.” 

P.W.: “Who was your biggest role model when you got into the business?”

D-Von: “Mine was Hulk Hogan because I grew up watching the old WWWF (The predecessor to the WWF and now the WWE). Bubba got into the business in the old N.W.A. and learned in the ring; his idol was Terry Funk.”

P.W.: “You and Bubba are the most decorated tag team; how many tag titles have you won and what is your career highlight?”

D-Von: “We have won eighteen tag titles. To start with, if not for ECW, the Dudley Boys wouldn’t be here. Paul Heyman took a nothing company and made it the third largest promotion in the country. You can say what you want about Paul, but he pushed the envelope and attracted hard core fans; he helped change the face of the WWE to show a more edgy side. He gave us a shot when no one else would. Michael “P.S.” Hayes of the Freebirds has also helped us out a lot. Two highlights come to mind and both are from the WWE. The first is from our first WrestleMania; we did a ladder match with the Hardy’s and Edge and Christian…it was really the first T.L.C. (Tables, Ladders and Chairs) match. It was the turning point in all of our careers. We took it to the next level with that match; we took the ball and ran with it. The second is the following SummerSlam in Carolina. It was another T.L.C. match and everyone was wondering if the Dudleys, Edge and Christian and the Hardys could do it again. We had to take it to the next level. We did the impossible and fooled everyone. We all knew it was gonna hurt more and that even more tables, ladders and chairs would be used. Once again we took the ball and ran with it; we proved we were main event material. It put us on the map. Stone Cold took an interest in us and would tag with us and let us know when we were doing something wrong in the ring. We also tagged with the Undertaker; we earned his respect. It was amazing; we earned the respect of our peers with those matches. We always want to make people go “OOOOH”; we want to keep people talking about us.”

P.W.: “What can the people in Jackson expect from the Dudleys and the other WWE SmackDown Superstars when they are here?”

D-Von: “We’re not liked anymore but we don’t like anyone, either. We are going in to do a job and that job is to beat someone up. I feel sad for our opponents; in fact, we might just grab someone off of the front row and beat them up, too. People will be talking about the Dudleys when the show is over. And you better believe that all of the Superstars will be coming to turn it on, give 110% and put it into tenth gear. Even though this is not a televised event, you’ll see everything you would on SmackDown…and then some.”

P.W.: “What’s in the future for D-Von Dudley?”

D-Von: “Down the line I would like a crack at a singles career. Let me “BE” D-Von Dudley; it will be nothing but success. The Dudleys could still be around; could be something like DX. You always knew the others were around the corner. When the time comes, I’ll be ready.”

P.W.: “What does D-Von do in his off time?”

D-Von: “Spend time with my three boys; I have a two year old and twin nine year olds. That’s the most important thing. This business demands so much time and its hard on the wrestlers with families…hard to spend the time. When I am home, it doesn’t matter if I’m hurt or tired. I suck it up and take the time for my sons.”      

